Train Station in Tacoma, WA 


The Tacoma Amtrak station, constructed in 1984, is typical of other Amtrak stations built 
in that era, a functional brick structure with a flat-topped metal-clad roof. It was built 
when service was removed from the old Union Station at 1710 Pacific Avenue. 


Tacoma was chosen in 1873 to be the western terminus of the northern route of the 
Transcontinental Railroad by the Northern Pacific Company. The first passenger rail 
station was built ten years later and moved to the site of the present Union Station in 
1892. Then, in 1906, the firm of Reed and Stem, which also built the Seattle station, 
designed a new station more befitting Tacoma’s image as a prosperous and thriving 
metropolis. Construction began in 1909 and finished two years later. 


The Tacoma Union Station, though no longer a working railroad facility, is a fine 
example of Beaux-Arts architecture. It was rehabilitated from 1990 to 1992 after 
purchase from the Union Pacific Railroad. The building’s focal point, its ninety-foot-high 
central dome, still stands out in the Tacoma skyline. Clad in copper and adorned with 
cartouches, the dome rests on a central pavilion with large arched openings on either side. 
The exterior reinforced concrete is faced with multi-colored red brick set in a Flemish- 
bond pattern with a limestone base and ornamental detail. The entrance doors, of stained 
oak with bronze hardware, are recessed within the arch on the western elevation. A large 
window fills the arch above the doors. Today, the rotunda houses a collection of glass by 
renowned Tacoma artist Dale Chihuly. Suspended from the ceiling, a 20-foot blue 
chandelier hangs, consisting of over 2,700 hand-blown glass globes. The facility is now 
used, together with nearby wings, as the federal courthouse. The Tacoma Union 
Passenger Station was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1974. The 
station and its surrounding historic district have served as a focus for downtown 
revitalization since the 1990s. 


The area that became Tacoma, at the head of Commencement Bay, has been occupied for 
many centuries, primarily by the Puyallup people prior to European settlement. The 
name, Tacoma, comes from the Native American name for Mt. Rainier, ““Tacobet,” 
meaning “Mother of the Waters.” At the close of the American Civil War, Job Carr, a 
land speculator and war veteran, built a cabin which served as the community’s first post 
office. Carr hoped to profit from the coming of the western terminus of the Northern 
Pacific Railroad and developed the area. Tacoma was incorporated on November 12, 
1875. However, the railroad actually built its depot two miles south of this development, 
and the two resulting communities grew towards one another and merged as the area 


boomed. 


